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(54) LIQUID FUEL RESERVOIR FOR FUEL CELL 

(57)Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a fuel reservoir for a liquid 
fuel cell, capable of supplying the liquid fuel regardless of directions, 
and in particular, effectively used in a mobile electronic device. 
SOLUTION: This fuel reservoir comprises (a) a vessel for defining a 
cavity holding the liquid fuel and (b) a wicking structure mounted in 
the cavity, sucking at least a part of the liquid fuel, and discharging 
or sending the liquid fuel by pumping, wicking and the like. The 
wicking structure is made of a wicking material having a free rising 
wick height more than at least half its longest dimension. As the 
material having the wicking performance, a foamed material, a fiber 
mat, a fiber bundle, the woven fabric and non-woven fabric can be 
used. The vessel has the shape of a pouch or an envelope having 
flat upper and bottom faces and made of a soft film material, and is 
foldable into a flat and thin shape. The vessel storing the wicking 
structure and filled with the liquid fuel can be bent. 
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•yfimtt. ^frbftuw&zMLxmwmz&h 
feftt. fm&m&7>iiinw&bmM-tz. zwibv 
x. mimn\mfiiz£*)&nmii:M*)®&fre>&ix 
m-tzb&vzh. mjuz£*)$>z>\ t m8&L<im# 

%mnM<r> rs-\<i t zm$>zbtfX'Z&. —9$mmz 

Ffcrr<sfi< <^^t"> ^ >y ^^^ffl^i < 
x. tmftmizmtfihhv < -y?£fflivc . ^fisms: 
ry- HtciMs z b *<-c^ * . &mmRx\ m#tm<7> 

W<<y?iz£*). TS-YtZiSLttim&mZZbbX' 

£&Antf®%*izmt hfih . $s^«^fflto< 
§iAP«ttsaji?-c*>6. 

[0033] *wn<7>* b%hmmm*. mm. m 
mi. &&w±?mimfrt>%i><?< v^rm/mx- 

y. XVx.l-uyTl'y?l'-h%b'cr)#V3iX : rJl>. 
±)Vu-x. X0x.i-uy. *yr?ya~h!M'. R 

h*7 4 y*y?tfmx~3< e>tix\.*z>. zco£o%*n 
■y*y7tmx~?< htifz*?4 y^yytmmt. tm 
W4v* yrsx/omizmrt: < . mm<z<ox o % 



&^$r<fck2#cDlJ:D*#V\ at#*L<tt. 

[oo34] mznt L^mtmmiz&^x. *> < 
vrwm.. 2o<o&#i^%wfwmcM£iru %<r> 
ss< ttm^m^tfnnmvmizmbtmnm, 

b LX. <±^§ 0 fc^fftm=Stv^&£|S|-i*:Ji#S 
[0035] sKU WfyfiMW? < y*y?ttmt 

VXMtR^tll^. £*>»»tt*>*ltti0. 5*>£>2 
5 4 - h WKHfc* 0 > TIM Xli 1 

o*^2oo7Kr/^yf-co«fffltcfcs^-c*>0, 0 

£L<Ji«J£#0. 5Hl5i)?yH/4*7^-^ 
Kffl-CtfT^-f XJi4 0frt> 2 0 0 ^T/-f y*V>mB 
T*>0. «kt»*U<{i«S* I 0. 5*»*>1 OtfyhV 
jfcfcr? -r - *• <7)i&WX#T->M Xte 7 5 2 0 0 UtT 

/4 ><j-<7)ttimx'$>&. 

[00 36] ^x/Uh^BlfcKU^l^ylSiSflcSri: 

yY/±-Ky<-Y<r>^&\zh*). $.*:mm\&i. 1 
frttsoowmiztyz^x'b*). mL<immtf3 
&b 1 5*> y/slx? -f - h<osmxsmita 1 . 1 
frt>2oe>mmx3>>). st>»*L<{iaf«* { 3*^i 

0 *y V/±%y x - h tffcffl-cffiMttli 2 . 0 l 

5v>$mx'hh. 

[0037] *wmm\ww®t. mim&zwm 

^h^^^y. by* Hp J/***'. *f®$>&Wi\z 

jraaiiWRarr* tftftttfifctt* mi^stit^m. mt 

Arcol 3020 tfU*— * < 

Dabco NEM (Air Pro 
A- 1 (OS i Specialit 
Dabco T-9 (Air Pro 
L-620 (OS i Special 

[0043] Ztlt>Z6 0®mL£L. 30&m&&L 

ik. zom&faz i o&maftu mzi 5" x 1 

5" X5 n <vmiz?jxX%im-tt24tifl8mitZ-£tz. 
&e>tit:m&#<o®mt 1 . 4 K/:fcfr 7 - h , 
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*ttS-^J> ft 5 vi|±#a L < lifcfiftSr* ? J-)VXh 

mest— *y7—isz&&izm'&mEX'mLx. nt 

L<it'J?%<bi>m%. tf£L<te'J?%<bl>$)5 
%. £*)ff*L<\i'Jr%<bb*)2 5%. 
M£L<li'J?%<bi>%i5 0%. $^{c«kOv^^d» 
*L<(±^<kt,*«;6 0%, *LX&i>mL <ii*J 
7 0%*>^9 9%. 0f;itfiB8 5%. 9 0%. 9 5 

i>L<ti9 9%T*&-i>. 
[0038] 

[^conii^©] m2frhm**imthb. *- 

b >J «y >-'§&2 0 *»?S«c«!ma-&!B!l2 2 SrlRS-rS^A- 
bx ajPf-A-r2 4«^s'-2 8«:fiV^ 
T^fl2 0tcS^, ajPf-A-7*2 4(i§S2 0^^ 

26t^^^N'-28^SV^TSS20(CgVS. SSI 
AP^-x-X2 6tc{i. M***«»2 0A^8S£h.ai-ro 

*m<i&>nz-imwT {^tix^j:^) tfntti 

X^Xi>£\>\ 

[0039] f-f v*y?1fflm3 2VW!k2 0<r)** 

7T<wzffii_hiih. v*yymm&3 2\±. m 

fg2 OO^^b'f < rtcofflP^-x~X2 4c7)|SScigS5^ 

BXOHtf. ?mmm±*7 < >v*yrtm.mz*? < y*y 

[ 0 0 4 0 ] 02 *^04 ^$iXJtll^®(:i3V^ 

•c. v < <y*yywkm±. gxmftmtbhwmmz 
mftbivfc7x>uhft#vvi<>?ymmx'hh. mt 

tf, Z<?mm.mt. 9 0mm«0iSS^«Jt*<0fi«-^ 
btX. imi Oram («) X5mm (J?$) X9 0m 

m («§) -efts. 

[004U m&mmTnm&tozm^xsmzti 

[0042] 

Bayer Corp. ) 1 0 OS? 

4. 7 

ducts) 1.0 
ies/Crompton) 0. 1 
ducts) 0.17 
i t i e s/C rompton) 
1. 3 

yt<omz<?>i/5izEmt& i-ftth*. mm=5) 

OK+iWc« (»ft3 6 0^) i:EE*Srln^.6wi:{cJ: 
0. %?S^7x;PM«tcLyt:. m 0^ISII!ft&lfEE«e 
flE*«rjD^.A:. 7x;l^h^?a*(OafS(i7. 

[0044] §S20tC6m 95%<0^^>/-;P 
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-tyAXh^frubber serum sto 
ppe r ) 342riiixl>. 

[0 04 5] *>r3 0{iJiin*i-y2 4fcftM8U 
">-r •y^V^flfiSf ! fc3 2*^lliP^ A -7'2 4$rfflU-C 

•t<r)lZ!&gb Zti&ote. &ni-*.-~72 4<,zh'ffr% 

m£*ttmzit&ztmfX'$>h. g&ofazizx^-f 

^rSrS^LTiSaUT. 5. OmlOftM&B 
-co^yroift^T. 2. 0 m l ZM*. 

cox o wimm<r>mmsi<)jift>tvzfrr>t:. 

[0 04 6] xncomimm (0^$*vcv*scv*) iz&^ 

X. «Hri 0mmX5mmX9 0mmcOS^r^SJ>S 

S^-f •y*y^«£ffc#aHR;S*i*:. ^«g^t^-x H 
*W7tAK (;Kyx;*7^2ltM;t/J>A4 y^ 

i^3-AKa-7- (combed rol 

l e r ) x*mizmft&zblz£<o$mztit:. »wcv* 
A"Co— 7*»£>«I<?>Jf ay^-^ji, 

/Vhxt^OJl£»**fc|>ra«iBS ( a r t i c u l 
a t e d arm) izmZLt:. mA-COm&MZlzWk 

<omit\msmtt:. zcontvx.x^u^mffi&vj -y 
[0 04 7] $ uzwiommm <H*3*vovarv*> 

X/Cvvfc. U1M ?/U$*ufc;K!;x;*?-;K tfUT-ne 

&<D!szm*w.to&mEiBiiz®#Lti. mwm un 
h&nm¥Wim.<?>m*&b*kx-3>rt? htiz~th ^ 2 

Sox- H U >^ft3SS-jIL*:. x- Y U y^lis**:*, 

SidfcLT. x-K^7x^h<9g*!9#t££- 

. %3i&ftW.<r>-- YiVy^Vhb LT^f££>ft. 

[0 0 4 8] 05Zttf06£#BrfSi:. ttJ^ffi 5 
jSSffl<0*tt^-y *-iSfrt>%&me>®&iJ t *ZilX^ 

s. immmmw+. ^vhhiwi^yKa- 



7*4 014. -*gfcl££-$ilT S"-;Wgg?4 2 £ *>o;^ 
3% /N-^r-y h*>S^lixy<a-r5:^S ltfcfe*^ 

h^-^ASv^^jS^^iO^^ns. xy^ 
o-r4 0li. «!iftS|?affl^(Wj8^5 20Jti60JS^S 
£JE3«U>#ffe3«£5g#>S. £&AP4 4ti. 
#xy^o-r4 0*>£>S!frUiJS £ t £R&<-fctf>fc-;fr 
ft^Jl>74 6ZffitZ. £$\AP4 4te. Jfcttttmtfx 

SIBS-fltS-fS. 

[0049] iHai-A-f48tl t X.y^z}—y40im. 
\->X&iiL>ti&. ajPf-x-T'lixy^a-rortg^ 

it. ajPf-x-7'4 8Jiji^^'-7 i -7-5 0'C^y'<~ 

SfvCisO. dix<40 5X-yryh ^W&coft&mx^ 
2tix\^>. znf—y\*tt,ni-j.-74 &<r>mu®z 
**—Th . zcox oizlx. ^tbicm Ltettmmzft 

zbwx-zh. X-7-5 0J4. x.y<v-y*<mimm 
izam^m^-rKoizmm^ntfzibizmwif^tii, 

[0050] »><r »/^ry^fl|jtft:5 4{i. 02*»£>04 

o-r4 0«o^rtt:^SfiTv^. mi<oilitJg® 
tmmz. #yy (m5AT/6X-\*7r;ZtiX\vku) 
tf. ftffi&nftWm&t>liia**.-7'4 8$:MLXi8. 

Kimzmziii-rmzm^bixz. zemmmx-it. 
m<?mmm<r)£o{z. ^mfj^im^mmt^y^ 
a-y-<ofa*Rvv<t v*yymmftb*mmzm&z 

[005 1]#*U<I4. V4v*y7mk#5 4U. 
-m^y^o-T4 OOrtS5§«{C-Srt-S. -f -y 

x zm« %GLWR.xmviiz<&o x 0 izmf. z 

bWX'ZZ. $<?>tc. ZOft* Lv%HM^®<Oxy^n 
-r4 0Ji«fiT-*'9. H®Wtc¥ffl=Sr±S|5ifcSv%{iS 

[0052] B7 211X08 £#8&-f s i: . S'JoaafrSrffi 
^K^^SixTV^. 07aiX08fc«t6«m»BS 

XolZ. ^^Kn4 4RX/~^m^y4 6iji^Zb 
JSWis 0 5 &tf0 6 (O^MIS'KS i: H«T*J> S . 

[0053] 092swx0 1 o\t^^mmicomm.^m 
ffiSffiZm-t. 09atx0i ooife^am^sji. * 
mmfGr^mmMmx-mm ii)m$m&* v*m 
9)vmmz~th fz#>izm.wi- izmtimzmx-t s 

07&I^|8tJ:S*«:«m»Kilf:|pl«TJ> 
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•5. 

[0054101 lRX/mi 2l**mi<?>Me>V*H 9 

mmmffit. ixnmftminMbfrb&wtexw&m 
mxmim imummz v im 7iwm,z-*ht&> 

5 9 t^-;^tl^i$MAP 5 7 . CLft 

Sril t T^r^ h x -f (cSfHRtt***? * - k #T-£ . 
««M»WAtWcfcaW4** t'f -< £W^-;U-r4 . 
[0 0 5 5] 01 3*>4>02OfcH:. ^^Wit 
#73. 74, 75. 77. 79. 81. 83&t*85 

cvmtfm^tz txfcim9m®w< ^crmmm 1 

00. 102. 104. 106. 108. 1 10. 1 1 

2rv i 1 445*3*1-0*. *ti?tic?mm$m& 

tt. **tx^7 6£jgtf>l>£»7 2£«M.. 
>-^<«3ii*:73. 74. 75. 77. 79. 81. 83 

*>sui8 5 . &Mmaspii&&7 s&tfe&aHRos 

S&AP80 (®&7 2i>m^*mX~2< btlX^&frt' 

>mmm3. 74. 75. 77. 79. si. 83 

&tf 8 5te. * * t'f^7 6 k t)jgfflg&£ A* 

4. «y^y^«3t«s{i3iai&*-f-S^ (01 3 £ 
#5i) . (01 4£#M) 

fcSVWiT;P7r^-yh*^ ""Hj . rxj . TNj . 

r Mj . l"Kj $>i>\,\& TE j (WF*t. 015~2 
0 Sr#»S ) <0^O^tt5: t>o £ k 4 . 

[ 0 0 5 6 ] 0 2 1 li. *%BHfc«k 4 y 1M ?A*re* 

**bjg»hi 1 e«. £872. «,*>?*&& 

7 3 . b'-f -f 7 6 . ffi&aHR<0£&AP 8 0 Ml^fc 
9^'-«k0lS8 4 £^4ftttS!Sf4aiP 7 8 Srfll* 4 . 

waazmmtz t . <xizwnmmtan 7 8<oh 

P8B£v— /P*-\"yT8 2Ti'-/l'U -£L-C&8 4£ 

jswcam-c^sw-r & £ t vx-* 4 . 

[00571 02 2(i. 9)Vn&tt; 

fmf^mn<DM^mtsmm^immxhh. y-tM ?>v 
^mztmm&i iste. «H7 2. v< ****** 

Jt#7 3. **b'-f -f 7 6. ffiKSiR<D£ftAP8 0& 
t^/NVP^8 6 ^v^ftMJflfflP 8 8 SHU* 4 . it<r> 



mL\.w&mt:imm*m\mimizmxLx. mm 
&»mmm*imamx i mmti z k m 4 . 
[ o o 5 8 1 02 3«. *f^38fnnn»rflmiraE» 
2 o o#. «mm«!i2 1 o*>tv-k2 1 2izmmm 

2 0 8*aLT*t£LT^4ISSI#JR£«B&S 
•*-<>OT*>S. BS^Ttg&MS^a^ O 0{*. ^ < «y 
*>?ffiim2 0 2 Sr-St^bT^ 2 0 6 tr^SS 
S2 04?:<iA&. «!!f4K ! ^S2 0 0^^«y^^« 
iltt 2 0 2 J±«miSfflc»> < v 9 2 0 8 1 W& t T . 

f*2 0 2<o%^f^fflj: *)±%<x^wm<nmLim*) 

ih^HX . S*Mf4^«mfif^|g 2 0 0 »feflffl«t 2 

1 oory-H2 1 2^s. 

[00591 WtC* * tV^||SfiJg}S{CfcV%-C. ^<7* 
tJ 0 . 2o«0S5^fS!O^g^fflK:fctt6S^Sk L 

m-him-im±. z*>&£iifoi l zm-oXEMmz$c 
itnitxm&#t:yx)i>hmz-fz>zkTi>z. 

-tzztxhh. m#<v&§ftmizj:i>ffitn^ ffl*rw 
iz^mftmo'h* ^ztm*t>mnmz&&ftm<D±% v% 

[0060102 4&tf02 5(i. ^f^ffl^E^* 

mzTFrf. 024t^$nSJ:dfc. -a^iS&l^JK 
r^X<?)l6}gi*t*^53:S<$^X9P r 6 0«±. mi 
<04gS&6 l-emiOi?^Tli&. m204ga56 5f«2 

ojf^T2S-^rs. x576oi±. a^u^isnsia 

ffiffit. ^§Tl^T2J:0/h§V^-^<OJ?ST3tC 

6 5 TT 2 3&»feT 3 fcW^ffiUrr&Ofc^Sk 
^BJ6 4T*SnTV^£Hi*J:0ffl^Wte^ 
*EP6 2(CiO«$il4ffili***. ^ltOSSg«56 1 

TT 1 *>£>T 3 fc«««:BfS^S<Ofc:^k . 
[006 1 ] 02 5(^$ilTV%£7x/Phfl:$*XJtf& 

TfcO. m2<T)mB65A (T2*^T3) kJt«LT 
ISl<0iSg3S6 1A (T1*^T3) Tfc*c<0ffiiek=5ro 

s^-r^^ffia^ta^sk^iH-s. 025 

<7>*EP6 6«7x^hOS§*SVMi^Bff^ffl*W6<| 

**m^^^m<rmwfhhW^hh\Am^vm 



I 



(SI) )03-109633 (P2 0 0 3-1 0 96 3 3A) 



%#m<oiiffi%<7>&&mz$>&. &ix. *^Bjfi#it 
m$?>imiz£')mmziiinf%L>-r. mb&wmt 
L^mtmmnmmz x ->x\z%t>%w 

im i ] m&mzxmfttmm&mtmti- h y 
[02] *^(=«ts«m®affl}K*am^sojE 

B0T'*>i>. 

[S3] 02<om«mi?Bii§o, -gfrjbWR9i$*> 

[04] 022St^3^?«^«m»B!tgcO±®0-Cft 
•5. 

[05] *f&HBfc: J; SSO^ftm^fflsffl^SSmjlfBlS 
tf>jEM0T'J>£. 

[06] m5m^mtmmffl&>, -mum*) 

UdrixtZ&m^X'b * . 

[07] S9UP*ft5rv\ *^{c«J: SS<!o«mm?fe 
ffl«E«t«m»]KScOiEM0'C-J) 6 . 
[08] 07^iJc7)fflt«c^K ! mSco > -*$hWR»> 

[09] *>vv'5sz&tsmvimmxu5 6Ztt 
s. *&wiz£ZM<7Mmw%mimm!mm>jEm 

[0io] 09 <vm<7)mftimsm2s<7>. -umm 

[011] »^U<{i7A-S}TfcSK5 9fc«kO^ 

^sft£?&M5*EiAP 5 7 s . *muz£h 
[012] 011 nm<7)WLmm9m&(o. 

»OlteWufe*«lilsrc**. 
[013] * -f y *>-:/flBitt§»*< 

[014] *n?Hfc«!-3 x •> < v * y rwmmwt 
m^zixfzmwm\mm<r>JEmm&mx'b s . 

[015] *&mzft->x *> 4 v^yrmmsmmtf 
m^zixKWiftmiffi8i%(?)iEmmimx'$> s . 

[0i6] *&me&>ix*> * v*>?fflm®wfi 
&wzixm.tommimnjmwmx'h * . 

[017] ?*®mz®.r>x *? 4 v*v?wmmm 
m^zixzwiftm*&m&cr)jEwmGmx'$> s . 

[018] *&mz& »? -f -y 
^Wk$i^««c«mBfKfgOjE®«W0-C* 6 . 

[019] *mnzm->x*>4 v*ymm&mfi 
m^zixrzmwmsmimnjEmmtemxS) s . 



[02 0] xftpjuzfe-yxv 4 >v*y7mmimmw 

[02 1] JfiL<J±7^'-S8TS)SJK84S-irtf^ 
-/l^'yT8 2£#^Sfcft&f^P7 8£t>o. 'J 

®9m&nmmx'S>&. 

[02 2] «fc^aiP8 81=7^78 6 

«ms?sss<o««&0-c'*>s. 
[023] ^ttmiz£v*mi<?m*mm&frt>t& 

[024] 7 x.ll<hfcthm<r><Zxm*7 4 y*>7 
««<OfWl&0-Cfc6. 

[025] 7x/t-MtLJt&?>. 024C7)»>^ ydfy 
^»«^)««&0Tfc4. 
[fl^gMJI] 

10. 2 0 ^-hU-y^^S 

12 ams^fe 

14. 24. 48 mn^^-y 

16. 2 6 SStAP^-i-y 

18 *-h'j7^>- 

2 2 ?»*:ttm«-£<Hj 

2 8 

30 iK^r 

3 2. 54. 20 2 «7-f 

3 4 5A'-b7AXh7/'! 

40 fflsasRiy^o-r 

4 2 ^-;WS« 
44. 80 2$\AP 

4 6 — ^TfoKA-T* 

5 0 7* 

5 2 ««c«m 

5 6. 5 7 ^ffiAD 
5 8. 8 6 y^T* 
59. 84 K 
7 2. 20 4 g$g 

7 3 JEJjMt>h\M&XM<V&tf.<7>*7 4 v*>?im 
tt 

7 4 SSnSrW-rSJEafcO'* -f "/^y^flijiflc 

7 5 r h j <r>mw*7 4 >v*v-?wm. 

7 6. 20 6 ^ftt'f< 

77 r x j <vmk<w 4 «/*v?wim 

7 8 a*«ma}PiiB 

79 r Nj <vm&>*7 4 v^yrmrn 
81 r M j (Tymxv} 4 v*y?mm#. 

8 2 is— IV*-**/? 

8 3 r K j <0^<y)^ , .ydry^flUtf* 

8 5 r E j <m#<w 4 -y^yrmmto 
8 8 sf**majp 
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100. 102, 104. 106. 108. 1 10. 1 
12. 114 ttttlHMN 

116. 118 uim rwffiMmmm 
200 ^smmmm» 
208 mm&H'v? 
210 mw& 

212 TJ—Y 
6 0 < ZVMAJzr 

6i &i<omi 



6 2 mKotmx'coEm^Tr^^ 

6 4 ffS2cO*&T'Offifofi£*^-*EP 
6 5 SS2<0Jg& 

6ia mmt<rmi<nvm <ti*^t3> 

65A ffi|gf|i<7>m2<09gfS (T2HT3) 
6 6 %<gfftmc £ £ 8Bi<02ri*l £ Tn-tKQl 
T 1 HI CDJf* 

T2 w,2e>mx- 

T3 ffiig&*>ff$ (Tl. T2«fc9*$V>> 



[HI] 
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g< 1.J ; 
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[012] 
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[01 0] 




[Hi 1] 



[013] 



[014] 




[01 5] 
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[016] 



[018] 
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[iitiiB] ^fiU 4^1 0£2B (2002. 10. 
2) 
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(b) *i'tx-<rtK:isa$i'u z^m&tmwj: 

b t 2#<0 1 J: 0**vv> 4 v*>7tmw. 

b. 

*SjWWWBcJ: *}±§v^f»^i t!Btt^«m»^ 

m*m5 ] * -ydf >-:/*ma<, *y ^i^vnia 

#'jx*7VK #yxf-i^ ^yrntru^stx 
* yr? y n^h y;K 3>hwtztit>(om&mfrt>% 

yfv-Yx-bh mem s tzwtMotmsmn. 

[Ii*JB7] ^ v^y^Wfl^x^MK^y^ 
*fJKSfk «SBtt*y^?^SiS#&tf:7x;Ph# 

4 5 ^> K/itfir7 -f - h<?)%m<r>®8ZRXS#t 1 0 
#200 iST/A >mVm<V#T?4 XZ U *7 

[f«*3!9 ] -f y^^flfitft:**. fiO . 5*»£,#J 
1 5 #V K/4*7 -r - K0Kffl<0?&JSai/»4 0 frt, 
#) 2 0 0 JifT/-f V-7-coeB?);KTiM X£ *> -0* y 

[ftfcJSlO] 2*^45df 



imm in * < -y ^rmmm^ftmvxEmL 
im$m i2] ? < «y* >?nmww2^w±<?>im 

fcfflti, Zti^coffl)-cryJ?%<,bi>2^ti { m%&&ift 
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1 Title of Invention 

Liquid Fuel Reservoir for Fuel Cells 

2 Claims 

1 . A fuel reservoir for a liquid fuel cell, comprising: 

(a) a container having a wall and an interior defining a cavity holding 
a liquid fuel for the liquid fuel cell; 

(b) a wfcking structure disposed wiihin the cavity and Into which at 
least a portion of the liquid fuel wicks and from which the liquid fuel may 
subsequently be delivered, wherein substantially all of the free liquid fuel in 
the container is contactable by the wicking structure, wherein the wlcklng 
structure has a longest dimension and the free rise wick height of the wicking 
structure is greater than at least one haif of the longest dimension; and 

(c) an outlet that provides fluid communication of the wicking 
structure through the wall of the container to a location exterior of the 
container, 

wherein the fuel reservoir is selectively detachable from or attachable 
to a liquid fuel cell. 

2. The fuel reservoir of claim 1, wherein the free rise wick 
height of the wicking structure is greater than the longest dimension. 

3. The fuel reservoir of claim 2, wherein the wicking structure 
comprises a wicking material selected from the group consisting of foams, 
bundled fibers, matted fibers, woven fibers, nonwoven fibers and inorganic 
porous materials. 
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4. The fuel reservoir of claim 1, wherein the wicking stiucture 
comprises a wicking material selected from the group consisting of foams, 
bundled fibers, matted fibers, woven fibers and nonwoven fibers. 

5. The fuel reservoir of claim 4, wherein the wicking material is 
selected from the group consisting of polyurethane foam, melamine foam, 
nonwoven felts of polyamide, polyethylene, polypropylene, polyester, 
polyacrylonitrile, or mixtures thereof, bundled, matted or woven fibers of 
cellulose, polyester, polyethylene, polypropylene and polyacrylonitrile, or 
mixtures thereof. 

6. The fuel reservoir of claim 5, wherein the polyurethane foam 
is a felted polyurethane foam, reticulated polyurethane foam or felted 
reticulated polyurethane foam, the polyamide is nylon and the polyesier is 
polyethylene terephthalale. 

/. The fuel reservoir of claim 6, wherein the wicking material is 
selected fiom the group consisting of a felted polyurethane foam, reticulated 
polyurethane foam and felted reticulated polyurethane foam. 

3. The fuel reservoir of claim 4, wherein the wicking structure 
comprises a polyuiethane foam with a density In the range of about 0.5 to 
about 45 pounds per cubic foot and pore sizes in the range of about 10 to 
about 200 pores per linear inch. 

9. The fuel reservoir of claim 8, wherein the wicking structure 
comprises a polyurethane foam with a density in the range of 0.5 to 15 
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pounds per cubic foot and pore sizes in the range of 40 to 200 pores per 
linear inch. 

10. The fuel reservoir of claim 4, wherein the wicklng structure is 
a felted reticulated polyurethane foam with a density in the range of 2 to 45 
pounds per cubic foot and a compression ratio in the range of 1 .1 to 30. 

11. The fuel reservoir of claim 1, wherein the wlcking structure 
has a capillarity gradient 

12. The fuel reservoir of claim 11, wherein the wicking structure 
comprises two or more components, wherein at least two of such 
components have different capillarities. 

13. The fuel reservoir of claim 11, wherein the wlcking structure 
comprises a foam felted to varying degrees of compression along a length of 
the foam. 

14. The fuel reservoir of claim 11, wherein the capillarity is 
greatest at a portion of the wicking structure proximate the outlet, and a distal 
portion of the wicking structure is of lesser capillarity. 

1 5. The fuel reservoir of claim 1 , further comprising: 

a liquid delivery means in fluid communication with the outlet to 
deliver the liquid fuel out of the container through the outlet to the location 
exterior of the container. 
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16. A combination comprising the fuel reservoir of claim 15 and 
an anode of a liquid fuel cell, wherein tho liquid delivery means is in fluid 
communication with the anode. 

17. The combination of claim 16, wherein the liquid delivery 
means is a wick, said wick delivering the liquid fuel to the anode. 

18. The combination of claim 16, wherein the liquid delivory 
means Is a wick, said wick being in contact with a wicklng link in fluid 
communicaiion with the anode, said wicking link comprising at least a second 
wick, wherein said wick and said wicking link form a capillarity gradient thai 
directs tho liquid fuel to flow from the outlet to ihe anode. 

1 9. The Fuel reservoir of claim 1 , further comprising: 

an air inlet through the container, said air inlet having a one-way 
valve to permil gas flow into the cavity of the container. 

20. The fuel reservoir of claim 1, wherein the container has 
flexible sidewalls. 

21. The fuel reservoir of claim 20, whorein the coniainer 
comprises an envelope formed from one or more sheets of a plastic film or a 
plastic-coated film. 

22. The fuel reservoir of claim 21, further comprising a 
removable tape that covers the outlet passageway when ihe container is 
shipped or stored prior to use. 
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23- The fuel reservoir of claim 21, wherein the container is 
flexibly bendable. 

24. The fuel reservoir of claim 21 , wherein the envelope has a 
first face and a second face and said first and second faces are substantially 
planar. 

25. The fuel reservoir of claim 21, wherein the envelope Is a 
pouch formed by heat-sealing or ultra-sonic welding. 

26. The fuel reservoir of claim 1 which is recyclable, wherein ihe 
outlet has a valve that allows liquid fuel to be introduced into the cavity. 

27. The fuel reservoir of claim 1 which is recyclable, wherein the 
outlet has a sealable cap that allows liquid fuel to be introduced into the 
cavity. 

28. The fuel reservoir of claim 27, wherein the sealable cap has 
a membrane that upon puncture allows the introduction of the liquid fuel into 
the cavity, and after liquid fuel introduction the membrane reseals ihe cavity. 

29. The fuel reservoir of claim 28, wherein the membrane 
comprises rubber. 

30. The fuel reservoir of claim 12, wherein the wicking structure 
comprises first and second components, said first component having a higher 
capillarity than the second component, wherein said first component has a 
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longest dimension, and the free rise wick height of the first component is 
greater than one half of the longest dimension of said first companeni. 

31. The fuel reservoir of claim 30, wherein the free rise wick 
height of the first component is greater lhan Lhe longest dimension of said 
first component. 

32. The fuel reservoir of claim 1 , wherein the wicking structure is 
made of a permanently compressed wicking material. 

33. The fuel reservoir of claim 1 , wherein the wlcking structure is 
made of a revsrsibly compressed wicking material. 

34. The fuel reservoir of claim 1, wherein the wlcking structure 
has a wicking structure volume and the wicking structure volume is no more 
than about 50% of a volume of the cavity. 

35. The fuel reservoir of claim 34, wherein the wicking structure 
volume is no more than about 25% of the volume of the cavity. 

36. The fuel reservoir of claim 35, wherein lhe wicking structure 
volume is no more than about 10% of the volume of the caviiy. 

37. The fuel reservoir of claim 1, wherein the wicking structure 
has an external volume and the void volume of lhe wicking structure is at 
least about 50% of the external volume of the wicking structure. 
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38. The fuel reservoir of claim 37, wherein the void volume of the 
wicking structure is about 65% to about 98% of the external volume of the 
wicking structure. 

09. The fuel reservoir of claim 38, wherein the void volume of ihe 
wicking structure is about 70% to about 85% of the external volume of the 
wicking structure. 

40. The fuel reservoir of claim 39, wherein the void volume of the 
wicking structure is about 75% of the external volume of the wicking 
structure. 

41 . The fuel reservoir of claim 40, wherein the void volume of the 
wicking structure is about 80% of the external volume of the wicking 
structure. 

42. The fuel reservoir of claim 41 , wherein the void volume of the 
wicking structure is about 85% of the external volume of the wicking 
structure. 

43. The fuel reservoir of claim 1, wherein the liquid fuel 
comprises methanol. 

44. The fuel reservoir of claim 1, wherein the liquid fuel is pure 
methanol. 
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45. The fuel reservoir of claim I, wherein the liquid fuel is an 
aqueous mixture of methanol. 

46. The fuel reservoir of claim 4S, wherein the methanol 
concentration of the aqueous mixture is at least 25% by weight 

47. The fuel reservoir of claim 46, wherein the methanol 
concentration of the aqueous mixture is at least 50% by weight 

48. The fuel reservoir of claim 47, wherein the methanol 
concentration of the aqueous mixtuie is about 70% to 99% by weight. 

49. The fuel reservoir of claim 48, wherein the methanol 
concentration of the aqueous mixture is about 90% by weight 

50. The fuel reservoir of claim 49, wherein the methanol 
concentration of the aqueous mixture is about 95% by weight 

61. The fuel reservoir of daim 50, wherein the methanol 
concentration of the aqueous mixture is about 99% by weight 

52. The fuel reservoir of claim 1b, wherein the liquid delivery 
means is a pump or a wick having greater capillarity than the wicking 
structure. 



53. The fuel reservoir of claim 52, wherein the liquid delivery 
means is the pump. 
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54. The fuel reservoir of claim 52, wherein the liquid delivery 
means is the wick. 

55. The combination of claim 16 f wherein the liquid delivery 
means is a pump or a wick having greater capillarity than the wlcking 
structure. 

56. A fuel reservoir for a liquid fuel cell, comprising: 

(a) a container having a wall and an interior defining a cavity holding 
a liquid fuel for the liquid fuel cell; 

(b) a wicking structure disposed within the cavity and into which at 
least a portion of the liquid fuel wicks and from which the liquid fuel may 
subsequently be delivered, wherein substantially all of the free liquid fuel in 
the container is contactable by the wlcking structure, wherein the wicking 
structure has a longest dimension and the free rise wick height of the wicking 
structure is greater than at least one half of the longest dimension; 

(c) an outlet that provides fluid communication of the wicking 
structure through the wall of the container to a location exterior of the 
container; and 

(d) a liquid delivery means interspersed between the outlet and the 
location exterior of the container, wherein the liquid delivery means delivers 
the liquid fuel from the outlet io the location exterior of the container. 

57. A fuel reservoir for a liquid fuel cell, comprising: 

(a) a container having a flexible wall and an interior defining a cavity 
holding a liquid fuel for the liquid fuel cell; 
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(b) a wicking structure disposed within the cavity and into which at 
least a portion of the liquid fuel wicks and from which the liquid fuel may 
subsequently be delivered, wherein substantially all of the free liquid fuel in 
the container is contactable by the wicking stiucture, wherein the wicking 
structure has a longest dimension and the free rise wick height of the wicking 
structure is greater than at least one half of the longest dimension; and 

(c) an outlet that provides fluid communication of the wicking 
structure through the wall of the container to a location exterior of the 
container. 

58. A combination, comprising: 
(i) a recyclable fuel reservoir, wherein said recyclable fuel reservoir 
comprises 

(a) a container having a wall and an interior defining a cavity holding 
a liquid fuel for the liquid fuel cell; 

(b) a wicking structure disposed within the cavity and into which at 
least a portion of the liquid fuel wicks and from which the liquid fuel may 
subsequently be delivered, wherein substantially all of the free liquid fuel in 
the container is contactable by the wicking structure, wherein the wicking 
structure has a longest dimension and the free rise wick height of the wicking 
structure is greater than at least one half of the longest dimension; and 

(c) an outlet that provides fluid communication of the wicking 
structure through the wall of the container to a location exterior of the 
container, said outlet having a valve or a sealable cap containing a 
membrane, wherein the membrane can be punctured by a needle for liquid 
fuel introduction and the membrane seals ihe cavity after ihe liquid fuel 
introduction; and 
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(ii) a liquid fuel cell comprising an anode, 

wherein the anode is in fluid communication with ihe outlet of the 
recyclable fuel reservoir. 

3 Oetailed inscription of Invention 

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Patent Application No. 
09/894,939 filed on June 28, 2001, the disclosure of which is incorporated by 
reference. 

This invention relates to liquid fuel cells in which the liquid fuel is 
indirectly or preferably directly oxidized at tho anode. In particular, it relates 
to the reservoir for holding and metering or delivering the liquid fuel to the 
anode of a liquid fuel cell. This invention also relates to liquid fuel feed 
systems for micro fuel cell reformers. 

Background of the invention 

Electrochemical fuel cells convert reactants, namely fuel and 
oxidants, to generate electric power and reaction products. Electrochemical 
fuel colls generally employ an electrolyte disposed between two electrodes 
(an anode and a cathode). An electrocaialyst is needed to induce the 
desired electrochemical reactions at the electrodes. Liquid feed solid 
polymer fuel cells operate in a temperature range of from about 0 °C to the 
boiling point of the fuel, Le., lor methanol about 66 °C, and are particularly 
preferred for portable applications. Solid polymer fuel cells Include a 
membrane electrode assembly ("MEA"), which comprises a solid polymer 
electrolyte or proton-exchange membrane, sometimes abbreviated "PiEM", 
disposed between two electrode layers. Flow field plates for directing the 
reactants across one surface of each electrode are generally disposed on 
each side of the membrane electrode assembly. 
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A broad range of reactanis have been contemplated for use in solid 
polymer fuel cells, and such reactanis may be delivered In gaseous or liquid 
streams. The oxidani stream may be substantially pure oxygen gas, but 
preferably a dilute oxygen siream such as found in air, is used. The fuel 
stream may be substantially pure hydrogen gas, or a liquid organic fuel 
mixture. A fuel cell operating with a liquid fuel stream wherein the fuel Is 
reacted electrochemlcally at ihe anode (directly oxidized) is known as a direct 
liquid feed fuel cell. 

A direct methanol fuel cell ("DMFC") is one type of direct liquid feed 
fuel cell in which the fuel (liquid methanol) is directly oxidized at the anode. 
The following reactions occur 

Anode: CH 3 OH ► H2O 6H* + C0 2 + 6e~ 

Cathode: 1 .50 2 + 6H + + So' 3HgO 
The hydrogen ions (H + ) pass through the membrane and combine with 
oxygen and electrons on the cathode side producing water. Electrons (e") 
cannot pass through the membrane, and therefore flow from the anode to the 
cathode through an external circuiL driving an electric load that consumes the 
power generated by the coll. The products of the reactions at ihe anode 
and cathode are carbon dioxide (COz) and water (H2O), respectively. The 
open circuit voltage from a single ceB Is about 0.7 volts. Several direct 
methanol fuel cells are stacked in series to obtain greater voltage. 

Other liquid fuels may be used in direct liquid fuel cells besides 
methanol - /.e., other simple alcohols, such as ethanol, or 
dimethoxymethane, trimethoxymethane and formic acid. Further, ihe 
oxidant may be provided In the form of an organic fluid having a high oxygen 
concentration - /.o., a hydrogen peroxide solution. 
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A direct methanol fuel cell may be operated on aqueous methanol 
vapor, but moat commonly a liquid feed of a diluted aqueous methanol fuel 
solution Is used. It Is Important to maintain separation between the anode 
and the cathode to prevent fuel from directly contacting the cathode and 
oxidizing thereon (called •cross-over")- Cross-over results In a short circuit 
in the cell since the electrons resulting from the oxidaiion reaction do not 
follow the current path between (he electrodes. To reduce the potential for 
cross-over of methanol fuel from the anode to th3 cathode side through the 
ME A, very dilute solutions of methanol (for example, about 5% methanol In 
water) are typically used as the fuel streams in liquid feed DMFCs. 

The polymer electrolyte membrane <5*EM) is a solid, organic polymer, 
usually polyperfluorosulfonlc acid, that comprises the inner core of the 
membrane electrode assembly (MEA). Commercially available 
polyperfluorosulfonlc acids for use as PEM are sold by E.l. DuPont de 
Nemours & Company under the trademark NAFION®. The PEM must be 
hydraied to function properly as a proton (hydrogen ion) exchange 
membrane and as an electrolyte. 

For efficient function of the fuel cell, the liquid fuel should be 
controllably metered or delivered to the anode side. The problem is 
particularly acute for fuel cells intended to be used in portable applications, 
such as in consumer electronics and cell phones, where the fuel cell 
orientation with respect to gravitational forces will vary. TradiUonal fuel 
tanks with an outlet at the bottom of a reservoir, and which rely on gravity 
feed, will cease to deliver fuel when the tank orieniation changes. 

In addition, dipping tube delivery of a liquid fuel within a reservoir 
varies depending upon the orientation of the tube within the reservoir and the 
amount of fuel remaining in the reservoir. Referring to Fig. 1, a cartridge 
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10 holds a liquid fuel mixture 12 therein. An ouLlet tube 14 and an air inlet 
tube 16 protrude from the cartridge cover 18. If the cartridge 10 stably 
remained at this orientation, the fuel mixture could be drawn out from the 
outlet tube 14 by pumping aciion, and the volume space taken by the fuel 
exiting the cartridge 10 filled by air entering through the air inlet tube 16. 
However, if the cartridge 10 were tipped on its side, the fuel mixture could be 
drawn out only so long as the fuel level Is above the fuel removal point of the 
outlet tube. 

Accordingly, to facilitate use of liquid fuel cells in portable electronic 
devices, a liquid fuel reservoir that controllable holds and delivers fuel to a 
liquid fuel cell, regardless of orientation, Is desired. A swappable, 
disposable, replaceable or recyclable liquid fuel reservoir is further desired. 
It Is also desirable to maxlmke the amount of liquid fuel that the liquid fuel 
reservoir can hold. 

Summaiv of the Invention 

According to one embodiment of the Invention, a fuel reservoir for a 
liquid fuel cell comprises 

(a) a container having a wall and an interior defining a cavity for 
holding a liquid fuel for a liquid fuel cell; 

(b) a wicking structure positioned within the cavity and into which at 
least a portion of the liquid fuel wicks and from which the liquid fuel may bo 
metered, discharged or delivered; and 

(c) an outlet passageway through the container that communicates 
with the wicking structure in Ihe cavity. 

The fuel reservoir of the present invention controllably holds a liquid 
fuel for the liquid fuel cell. The fuel reservoir can deliver fuel to a liquid fuel 
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cell regardless of orientation because the liquid fuel inside the container is in 
fluid communication with the outlet passageway without regard to the 
orientation of the fuel reservoir. The liquid fuel stored in the fuel reservoir 
can exit the container without being dependent on gravity. 

Furthermore, the fuel reservoir of ihe present invention can be 
selectively attachable to or detachable from a fuel cell. The fuel reservoir 
can be swappable, disposable or replaceable. The fuel reservoir can also 
be recyclable or replenishable in that a spent fuel reservoir can be 
replenished with the liquid fuel via the outlet passageway or an optional liquid 
fuel inlet having a valve or a membrane, preferably made of fuel resistant 
rubber, ihrough which the liquid fuel can be introduced into the spent fuel 
reservoir through a needle or ihe like to obtain a replenished fuel reservoir, 
wherein the membrane reseals the cavity after fuel introduction. In one of 
the embodiments of the recyclable or replenishable fuel reservoir of the 
present invention, the outlet passageway is fitted with a valve or sealable cap 
that allows the introduction of the liquid fuel into the spent fuel reservoir and 
prevents the liquid fuel from leaking out of the replenished fuel reservoir 
during storage or shipment before the next use. In another embodiment of 
the recyclable or replenishable fuel reservoir, the fuel reservoir further 
comprises a liquid fuel inlet fitted wilh a valve or sealable cap that allows the 
introduction of the liquid fuel into the spent fuel reservoir and prevents the 
liquid fuel from leaking out of ihe replenished fuel reservoir. 

The wicking structure not only wicks and retains liquids, but permits 
liquids to be controllably metered or delivered out from such structure. The 
wicking structure has a geometry having a longest dimension. For a 
cylindrically shaped wicking structure, the longest dimension may be either 
its height or its diameter, depending upon the relative dimensions of the 
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cylinder. For a rectangular box-shaped wicking structure, the longest 
dimension may be either its height or Us length or its thickness, depending 
upon the relative dimensions of the box. For other shapes, such as a 
square box-shaped reservoir, the longest dimension may be the same in 
multiple directions. The free rise wick height (a measure of capillarity) of the 
wicking structure preferably is greater than at least one half of the longest 
dimension. Most preferably, the free rise wick height is greater ihan the 
longest dimension. 

The wicking structure may be made from foams, bundled fibers, 
matted fibers, woven or nonwoven fibers, or inorganic porous materials. 
The wicking structure can in general be a porous member made of one or 
more polymers resistant to the liquid fuel. Preferably, the wicking structure 
Is constructed from a wicking material selected from polyurethane foams 
(preferably felted polyurethane foams, reticulated polyurethane foams or 
felted reticulated polyurethane foams), melamine foams, and nonwoven felts 
or bundles of a poiyamide such as nylon, polypropylene, polyester such as 
polyethylene terephthalate, cellulose, polyethylene, polyacrylonitrile, and 
mixtures thereof. Alternatively, Lhe wicking structure Is preferably 
constructed from a wicking material selected from polyurethane foams 
(preferably felted polyurethane foams, reticulated polyurethane foams or 
felted reticulated polyurethane foams), melamine foams, nonwoven felts of a 
poiyamide such as nylon, polyethylene, polypropylene, polyester, 
polyacrylonitrile, or mixtures thereof, bundled, matted or woven fibers of 
cellulose, polyester such as polyethylene terephthalato, polyethylene, 
polypropylene, polyacrylonitrile, and mixtures thereof. Certain inorganic 
porous materials, such as sintered inorganic powders of silica or alumina, 
can also be used as the wicking material for the wicking structure. 
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If a polyurethane foam is selected for the wicking structure, such 
foam should have a density In the range of about 0.5 to about 45, preferably 
about 0.5 to about 25, pounds per cubic foot, and pore sizes in the range of 
about 10 to about 200 pores per linear inch, more preferably a density in the 
range of about 0.5 to about 15 pounds per cubic foot and pore sizes in the 
range of about 40 to about 200 pores per linear inch, most preferably a 
donsiiy in the range of 0.5 to 10 pounds per cubic fool and pore sizes in the 
range of IS to 200 pores per linear Inch. 

If a felted polyurethane foam Is selected for the wicking structure, 
such as a felted reticulated polyuraLhane foam, such felted foam should have 
a density in the range of about 2 to about 45 pounds per cubic foot and a 
compression ralio in the range of about 1.1 to about 30, preferably a density 
in the range of about 3 to about 15 pounds per cubic foot and compression 
ratio in the range of about 1.1 io about 20, most preferably a density in the 
range of 3 to 10 pounds per cubic foot and compression ratio in the range of 
2.0 to 15. 

A felted foam is produced by applying heat and pressure sufficient to 
compress the foam to a fraction of its original thickness. For a compression 
ratio of 30, the foam is compressed to 1/30 of Its original thickness. For a 
compression ratio of 2, the foam is compressed to 1/2 of its original 
thickness. 

A reticulated foam is produced by removing the cell windows from 
the cellular polymer structure, leaving a network of strands and thereby 
increasing the fluid permeability of the resulting reticulated foam. Foams 
may be reticulated by In situ, chemical or thermal methods, all as known to 
ihose of skill in foam production. 
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The wicking material can be permanently or reversibly compressed 
io from the wicking stnjcture. An example of a permanently compressed 
wicking material Is a felted wicking material. An example of a reversibly 
compressed wicking structure is a wicking structure formed by compressing a 
wicking material while the wicking material is being put into the cavity of a 
container, so ihat structures such as the wails of the container help keep the 
wicking material in a compressed state while the wicking material is inside 
the container. 

In a particularly preferred embodiment, the wicking structure is made 
with a foam with a capillarity gradient, such that the flow of the liquid fuel is 
directed from one region of the structure to another region of the structure as 
a result of the differential in capillarity between the two regions. One 
method for producing a foam with a capillarity gradient is to felt the foam to 
varying degrees of compression along its length. The direction of capillarity 
flow of liquid is from a lesser compressed region to a greater compressed 
region. Alternatively, tho wicking structure may be made of a composite of 
individual components of foams or other materials with distinctly different 
capillarities, rhe capillarity gradient is such that tho capillarity is greatest at 
the portion of the wicking stnjcture proximate the outlet passageway of the 
fuel reservoir, and the further distal a portion of the wicking structure is from 
the outlet passageway the lesser will be the capillarity. Wlih such a 
capillarity gradient, the liquid fuel in the wicking structure is directed to flow 
from a point furthest away from the outlet passageway toward the outlet 
passageway, aiding in the delivery of ihe liquid fuel by the fuel reservoir. 

In one of the embodiments, the wicking siructure held within the 
conialner conforms in shape substantially to ihe cavity of the container. 
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It is desirable to minimize the volume effectively occupied by the 
wicking structure inside the container by minimizing the solid volume of the 
wicklng structure in order to maximize the amount of liquid fuel held in the 
container. Alternatively, to maximize the amount of liquid fuel held in the 
container, it is desirable to minimise the wicking material volume. The "solid 
volume" of the wicking structure is the volume occupied by the solid material 
of the wicking structure. In other words, the "solid volume" is the exiornal 
volume of the wicking structure minus its void volume. The "wicking 
material volume* or the "volume of the wicking structure" is the sum of the 
solid volume and the volume of wicking pores In the wicking material. The 
wicking material volume is preferably no more than about 50%, mora 
preferably no more ihan about 29%, and most preferably no more than about 
10%, of tho volume of ihe cavity within the container. Th3 void volume of 
the wicking material is preferably at least about 50%, more preferably about 
65% to 98%, and most preferably about 70% to 85%, of the external volume 
of the wicking material. 

In an embodiment which minimizes the solid volume occupied by the 
wicking structure, ihe wicking structure volume is minimized by providing a 
wicking structure that extends to the extreme parts of the cavity within the 
container with the central portion of the cavity substantially devoid of the 
wicking structure either by making the wicking structure with no or only a 
minimal amount of wicking material in the central portion of the wicking 
structure or by substantially perforating the central portion of the wicking 
structure. With the wicking structure occupying at least the extreme parts of 
ihe cavity, all the liquid fuel in the cavity maintains, regardless of orientation, 
fluid communication with the outlet passageway of the container at least via 
capillarity. By reducing the amount of the wicking material in the central 



(8 7) )03-l 09633 (P2003-10963 3A) 



portion of the wicking structure to a minimum, the wlcking structure volume is 
minimized and, consequently, the amount of the liquid fuel that the fuel 
reservoir can hold can be maximized. For Instance, if the cavity within the 
container is planar having a square or rectangular shape and eight comers, 
ihe wicking structure is disposed at least at or proximate the eight extreme 
comers of the cavity. If the cavity is planar with the square or rectangular 
shape, the wicking structure can have a configuration of a square or 
rectangular sheet with a plurality of perforations, a square or rectangular rim, 
or a configuration shaped like the alphabet letters 'E", "H", "K", "M", "N", "X" 
or "Z" . On the other hand. If the cavity within the container is planar having 
a round or oval shape, the wicking structure is disposed at least as a circular 
or oval ring along the curved edge of the cavity. 

The container of the fuel reservoir may take various shapes, such as 
a generally cylindrical cartridge comparable in size and shape to disposable 
dry cell batteries, or other known battery cartridge shapes. Alternatively, 
and particularly preferred, the container may form a generally planar thin 
pouch, packet or envelope having flexible top and bottom faces. The 
envelope may be formed from one or more sheets of a flexible plastic film or 
a plastic-coated film that are heat-sealed or ultra-sonic welded together at the 
side edges of the sheets. Such an envelope container is flexibly bendable 
when filled with liquid fual, and the wicking structure into which at least a 
portion of the liquid fuel has wicked retains such liquid and permits metering 
or delivering of such liquid when the container Is so bent. A removable iape 
may be supplied to cover the outlet passageway when the envelope 
container is shipped or stored prior to use. 

A liquid delivery means, such as a pump or a wick, can communicate 
with the outlet passageway of the fuel reservoir to deliver the liquid fuel out of 



(6 8>)03-109633 (P2003-1096 3 3A) 



the container through the outlet passagoway. Alternatively, the liquid fuol 
can flow out of the container via the outlet passageway under the force of 
gravity. The liquid fuel leaving the container can be delivered to an anode of 
a liquid fuel cell by gravity or preferably by the action of the liquid delivery 
means. In one of the embodiments, for instance, the liquid fuel can be 
delivered to the anode using a wick having differential capillarity with the 
capillarity in the wick greater in the part proximate the anode than the part 
proximate the outlet passageway. The liquid fuel can optionally be delivered 
to the anode by a series of wicks connected together having different 
capillarities to generate a capillarity gradient in order to direct the flow of the 
liquid fuel from the outlet passageway to the anode. If the container is made 
of a rigid material, an air inlet having a one-way valve is provided to the 
container to permit gas flow into the volume of the container as the liquid fuel 
exits the container through the outlet passageway. If the container is made 
of a flexible material, e.g. if the container is a flexible pouch, an air inlet is 
optional. 

A further embodiment of the invention is a wicking material for a fuel 
reservoir for a liquid fuel cell formed from a wicking structure of foam, 
bundled fibers or nonwoven fibers. Preferably, the wicking structure is 
constructed from a wicking material selected from polyurethane foams 
(preferably felted polyurethane foams, reticulated polyurethane foams or 
felted reticulated polyurethane foams), melamine foam, and nonwoven felts 
or bundles of polyamide such as nylon, polypropylene, polyesier such as 
polyethylene terephlhalate, cellulose, polyethylene, polyacrylonitrile, and 
mixtures thereof . The wicking structure made from such wicking 
material not only wicks and retains liquids, but permits liquids to be 
conirollably metered or delivered out from such structure. The free rise wick 
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height (a measure of capillarity) of the wicking structure preferably Is greater 
than at least one half of the longest dimension. Most preferably, the free 
rise wick height is greater than the longest dimension. 

In a particularly preferred embodiment, the wicWng material has a 
capillarity gradient, such that the flow of the liquid fuel Is directed from one 
region of the material to another region of the material as a result of the 
differential in capillarity between the two regions. Alternatively, Ihe wicking 
material may be formed as a composite of individual structures of the same 
or different materials with distinctly different capillarities. 

If a polyurethane foam is selected for the wicking material, such foam 
should have a density in the range of 0.5 to 25 pounds per cubic foot, and 
pore sizes in the range of 10 to 200 pores per linear inch, preferably a 
density in the range of 0.5 to 15 pounds per cubic foot and pore sizes in the 
range of 40 to 200 pores per linear inch, most preferably a density in the 
range of 0.5 to 10 pounds per cubic foot and pore sizes in the range of 75 to 
200 pores per linear inch. 

If a felted polyurethane foam is selected for the wicking material, 
such as a feiied reticulated polyurethane foam, such foam should have a 
density in the range of 2 to 45 pounds per cubic foot and a compression ratio 
in the range of 1 . 1 to 30, preferably a density in the range of 3 to 1 5 pounds 
per cubic foot and compression ratio in the range of 1.1 to 20, most 
preferably a density in the range of 3 to 10 pounds per cubic foot and 
compression ratio in the range of 2.0 io 15. 

The fuel reservoir of the present Invention can hold a liquid fuel foi an 
Indirect or direct fuel cell. Examples of the liquid fuel thai the fuel reservoir 
can hold for a direct fuel cell are methanol, ethanol, ethylene glycol, 
dlmethoxymethane, trimethoxymethane, formic acid or hydrazine. The 
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liquid fuel that the fuel reservoir can hold for indirect fuel cells or reformers 
includes liquid hydrocarbons, such as methanol, petroleum and dlesel fuel. 
The fuel reservoir of the present Invontion preferably contains methanol as 
the liquid fuel. The methanol in the fuel reservoir is an aqueous mixture of 
methanol or, preferably, pure methanol. The methanol concentration of the 
aqueous mixturo is preferably at least about 3%, preferably at least about 5%, 
more preferably at least about 25%, even more preferably at least about 50%, 
further even more preferably at least about 60%, and most preferably about 
70% to about 99%, e.g. about 85%, 90%, 95% or 99%, with the methanol 
concentration percentage expressed on a weight-to-weight basis. 

Description of the Preferred Embodiments 

Referring first to FIGs. 2 to 4, a cartridge container 20 defines a 
cavity holding a liquid fuel mixture 22. An outlet tube 24 extends into the 
container 20 through a cover 28 and the outlet lube 24 communicates 
between the cavity of the container 20 and outside of the container. An air 
inlet tube 26 also extends into the container 20 ihrough cover 28. The air 
inlet tube 26 may include a one way valve (not shown) so as to prevent liquid 
from flowing from the container 20. 

A wicking structure 32 is provided within the cavity of the container 
20. The wicking structure 32 surrounds the open end of the outlet tube 24 
within the cavity of the container 20. Liquid fuel wicks into the wicking 
structure 32. 

In the embodiment shown in FIGs. 2 to 4, the wicking structure is a 
felted polyurethane foam shaped as a rectangular cube or box. For 
example, the structure is approximately 10 mm (width) x 5 mm (thickness) x 
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90 (height) mm, with the 90 mm height as the longest dimension of the 
structure. 

The foam was produced with the following mix: 
Arcol 3020 polyol (from Bayer Corp.) 1 00 parts 

Water 47 
Dabco N:=M (available from Air Products) 1 .0 

A-1 (available for OSi Specialties/Crompton) 0.1 
Dabco r-9 (available from Air Products) 0.1 7 
L-620 (available from OSi Specialiiies/Crompion) 1 .3 

After mixing for 60 seconds and allowed to degas for 30 seconds, 60 parts of 
toluene diisocyanate were added. This mixture was mixed for 10 seconds 
and then placed In a 15- x 15" x 5' box to rise and cure for 24 hours. The 
resulting foam had a density of 1.4 pounds per cubic foot and a pore size of 
85 pores per linear inch. The foam was felted by applying heat (360°F) and 
pressure sufficient to compress the foam to 1/5 of lis original thickness (/.e., 
compression ratio - 5). The heat and compressive pressure were applied 
for about 30 minutes. The felted foam had a density of 7.0 pounds per cubic 
foot 

The container 20 is filled with 6 ml. of an aqueous fuel solution 
containing 95% methanol. The cover 19 to the container comprises a cap 
with a rubber serum stopper 34. 

A pump 30 acts on ihe outlet tube 24 and draws liquid fuel 22 from 
the wlcklng structure 32 through the outlet tube 24. Only a slight vacuum 
needs to be placed on the outlet tube 24 to draw the fuel mixture out of the 
container. Fuel may be drawn out regardless of the orientation of the 
container. In one test, with the container in Its "vertical" orientation as 
shown in FIGs. 2 to 4, 5.0 ml of liquid fuel were drawn out of the fuel 
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reservoir for a fixed pump setting. In a second test, with the container in an 
"upside-down" orientation (not shown), more than 2.0 ml of liquid fuel were 
drawn from the fuel reservoir at the same pump setting. While the 
"upside-down* orientation causes less efficient fuel delivery, fuel delivery was 
not interrupted, as would be the case for other fuel reservoirs. 

In an alternate embodiment (not shown), the wicklng structure was 
selected as a non-woven polyester fiber pad shaped into a rectangular cube 
or box of approximately 10 mm x 5 mm x 90 mm. The non-woven pad was 
formed by mixing together bulk fiber (polyester and melt-binder coated 
sheathed polyester) and fomning the mixture with a combed roller into a layer. 
The layer was removed from the roller with a moving comb and transferred to 
a conveyor belt. The conveyor belt fed the material to an articulated arm 
that stacked multiple layers onto a separate conveyor belt The multiple 
layers were heated and compressed to the desired final thickness. Similar 
fuel delivery was achieved with this non-woven polyester fiber wicking 
structure. 

In a further alternate embodiment (not shown), the wicking structure 
comprised a needled felt. A blend of recycled polyester, polypropylene and 
nylon fibers were fiber-separated and a comb roller pulled a layer of fiber. 
The layer was removed from the roller with a moving comb and transferred to 
a conveyor belt The conveyor belt fed the material io an articulated arm 
that stacked multiple layers onto a separate conveyor belt. The multiple 
layers (with a combined thickness of about 10 inches) were fed through two 
needling operations in which a bank of barbed needles compact the multiple 
layers together. Needling also forced some fibers to be pulled through the 
sample to entangle and hold the final shape of the needled felt together. 
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Similar fuel delivery was achieved with a wicklng structure formed as a 
rectangular cube of the needled felt 

Referring next to FIGs. 5 and 6, an alternate container of flexible 
packaging for a fuel reservoir is shown. The flexible fuel delivery pouch, 
packet or envelope 40 comprises one or more sheets connected together to 
form the pouch, packet or envelope with sealed edges 42. Preferably, the 
sheets are connected by heat-sealing or ultra-sonic welding. The envelope 
40 defines a central volume forming a reservoir for a liquid fuel 52 for a fuel 
cell. An air inlet 44 is provided with a one way valve 4S to prevent liquid fuel 
from draining from the envelope 40. rhe air inlet 44 provides a passageway 
for air to enter the volume of the envelope as liquid fuel is drawn therefrom. 

An outlet tube 48 is provided through the envelope 40. The outlet 
tube is in fluid communication between the interior volume of the envelope 
and the fuel cell, Prior to use, the outlet tube 48 may be covered with a 
covering tape 30, which is shown in phantom outline in HQ. 5. The tape 
covers the opening of the outlet tube 48. In this way, a pre-filled fuel 
reservoir may be shipped and stored without leakage of liquid fuel therefrom. 
The tape 50 is removed when the envelope is installed for use to fuel a fuel 
cell. 

A wlcking structure 54, formed from materials noted above with 
respect to the embodiment In FIGs. 2 to 4, is held within the volume of the 
envelope 40. Just as with the first embodiment, a pump (not shown in FIGs. 
5 and 6) is used to draw liquid fuel from the interior volume of ihe container 
ihrough ihe outlet tube 48. And like the first embodiment, efficient fuel 
delivery is independent of ihe orientation of the envelope and the wlcking 
structure. 
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Preferably, the wicklng structure 54 conforms in dimension to the 
interior volume of ihe envelope 40. Because the wicking structure 54 
preferably is flexible, and the envelope 40 preferably is formed from flexible 
film materials, the entire fuel cell delivery system may be bent or flexed for 
various positions and configurations when in use. Moreover, the envelope 
40 in this preferred embodiment is lightweight and formed with substantially 
planar top and bottom surfaces. 

Referring to FIGs. 7 and 8, another flexible fuel reservoir is shown. 
The fuel reservoir according to FIGs. / and 8 is similar to the flexible fuel 
reservoir of FIGs. 5 and 6 except for the absence of the air inlet 44 and the 
one way valve 46 as the flexible pouch can collapse as fuel is withdrawn. 

FIGs. 9 and 10 illustrate another flexible fuel reservoir of the present 
invention. The flexible fuel reservoir of FIGs. 9 and 10 is similar to the 
flexible fuel reservoir according to FIGs. 7 and 8 except for the presence of a 
liquid fuel inlet 56 having a valve 58 for the introduction of liquid fuel into the 
flexible pouch in order to replenish the flexible fuel reservoir with liquid fuel 
making the fuel reservoir recyclable. 

;-IGs. 11 and 12 illustrate another recyclable, flexible fuel reservoir of 
the present invention. The recyclable, flexible fuel reservoir of FIGs. 11 and 
12 is similar to the flexible fuel reservoir according to FIGs. 9 and 10 except 
for the presence of a liquid fuel inlet 5/ sealed with a membrane 59 
preferably made of rubber for the introduction of fresh liquid fuel by a syringe 
or the like into the flexible pouch after some or all of the original liquid fuel 
has been discharged from the reservoir In order to replenish the spent fuel 
reservoir with liquid fuel making the fuel reservoir recyclable. Upon 
puncture, the membrane allows the introduction of the liquid fuel into the 
cavity, and after liquid fuel introduction the membrane reseals the cavity. 
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Referring to FIGs. 13 through 20, several embodiments of fuel 
reservoirs 100, 102, 104, 108, 108, 110,112 and 114 with the volume of the 
wicking structures 73, 74, /5, 77, 79, 81, 83 and 83 minimized are shown. 
Each of the fuel reservoirs comprises a container 72 defining a cavity 76 
having a wicking structure 73, 74, 75, 77, 19, 81, 83 or 85, a liquid fuel outlet 
passageway 78 and an optional air inlei B0 (depending on whether [he 
container 72 is made of a rigid material). The wicking stiuciuros 73, 74, /5, 
77, 79, 81, 83 and 85 of these fuel reservoirs occupy at least the extreme 
parts of the cavity 76. The wicking structure can have a 3-slded 
configuration (see FIG. 13), square or rectangular configuration (see FIG. 14) 
or a configuration in the shape of an alphabet letter "H', "X", "N", «M", "K" or 
•!T (see FIGs. 1ii-20, respectively). 

FIG. 21 schematically shows an embodiment of a recyclable fuel 
reservoir according to the present invention. The recyclable fuel reservoir 
116 comprises a container 72, wicking structure 73. cavity /6, an optional air 
inlet 80 and a liquid fuel outlet 78 having a sealable cap 82 and a membrane 
84 preferably made of rubber on the sealable cap. After some or all of the 
original liquid fuel has been discharged from the fuel reservoir, the fuel 
reservoir can be disconnected from the fuel cell, the opening of the liquid fuel 
outlet 78 can then be sealed with the sealable cap 82 and fresh liquid fuel 
can be injected through the membrane 84 to replenish the spent fuel 
reservoir with liquid fuel. 

FIG. 22 is a schematic view of another embodiment of a recyclable 
fuel reservoir according to the present invenUon. The recyclable fuel 
reservoir 118 comprises a container 72, wicking structure 73, cavity 76, an 
optional air inlet 80 and a liquid fuel outlet 88 having a valve 86. After some 
or all of the original liquid fuel has been discharged from the fuel reservoir, 
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the valve 86 can be dosed and the fuel reservoir is disconnected from the 
fuel cell. Fresh liquid fuel can be Introduced Into the spent fuel reservoir 
through the valve 8S to replenish the spent fuel reservoir with liquid fuel to 
make the fuel reservoir recyclable or rechargeable. 

FIG. 23 schematically shows an embodiment in which a swappable 
fuel reservoir 200 of the present invention is connected to the anode 212 of a 
fuel cell 210 via a fuel delivery wick 208. The swappable fuel reservoir 200 
comprises a container 204 defining a cavity 206, which contains a wicking 
structure 202, The wicking structure 202 of the fuel reservoir 200 is in 
contact with the fuel delivery wick 208. The capillary of the fuel delivery 
wick 203 is greater than ihe capillary of the wicking structure 202 so that a 
capillary gradient is created to deliver liquid fuel from the fuel reservoir 200 to 
the anode 212 of the fuel cell 210. 

In a particularly preferred embodiment, the wicking structure is made 
with a foam with a capillarity gradient, such that the flow of the liquid fuel is 
directed from one region of the structure to another region of the structure as 
a result of the differential in capillarity between the two regions. One 
method for producing a material with a capillarity gradient is to felt a foam to 
varying degrees of compression along its length. Another method for 
producing a material with a capillarity gradient is to assemble a composite of 
individual components with distinctly different capillarities. The direction of 
capillarity flow of liquid is from a lower capillarity region to a higher capillarity 
region. 

FIGs. 24 and 25 illustrate schematically a method for making a 
wicking material, such as foam, with a capillarity gradient. As shown in FIG. 
24, a wedge-shaped slab 60 of foam of consistent density and pore size has 
a first thickness T1 at a first end 81 and a second thickness T2 at a second 
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ond 65. The slab 60 Is subjected to a felting step high temperature 
compression for a desired time to compress the slab 60 to a consistent 
thickness T3, which is less than the thicknesses T1 and T2. A greaier 
compressive force, represented by arrows 62, is required to compress the 
material from T1 to T3 at the first end 61 than is the compressive force, 
represented by arrows 64 required to compress the material from T2 to T3 at 
the second end 55. 

The compression raiio of the foam material varies along the length of 
the felted foam shown in FIG. 25, with the greatest compression at the first 
end 61 A (T1 to r3) as compared with the second end 65A (T2 to T3). The 
capillary pressure is inversely proportional to the effective capillary radius, 
and the effective capillary radius decreases with increasing finnness or 
compression. Arrow 66 in FIG. 25 represents the direction of capillary flow 
from the region of lower felt firmness or capillarity to higher felt firmness or 
capillarity. Thus, If a wicking material or wicking structure is formed with a 
material or composite material having a capillarity gradient, the liquid fuel 
wicked into the material may be directed to flow from one region of the 
material with lower compression ratio to another region with higher 
compression ratio. 

The Invention has been illustrated by detailed description and 
examples of the preferred embodiments. Various changes in form and 
detail will be within the skill of persons skilled in the art. Therefore, the 
invention must be measured by the claims and not by the description of the 
examples or the preferred embodiments. 
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4 Brief Description of Drawings 

FIG. 1 is a front elevational view partially broken away of a prior art 
fuel cartridge for a liquid fuel cell; 

FIG. 2 is a front elevational view of a liquid fuel reservoir for a fuel 
cell according to the invention; 

FIG. 3 is a right side elevational view partially broken away of Lhe 
liquid fuel reservoir of FIG. 2; 

FIG. 4 Is a top plan view of the liquid fuel reservoir of FIGs. 2 and 3; 

FIG. 5 is a front elevational view of an alternative liquid fuel reservoir 
for a fuel cell according to the invention; 

FIG. 6 is a right side elevaiional view partially broken away of the 
alternative liquid fuel reservoir of FIG. 5; 

FIG. 7 is a front elevational view of an alternative liquid fuel reservoir 
having no air inlet tor a fuel cell according to the invention; 

FIG. 8 is a right side elevational view partially broken away of the 
alternative liquid fuel reservoir of FIG. 7; 

s : IG. 9 is a front elevational view of an alternative liquid fuel reservoir 
having a liquid fuel introduction inlet 56 containing a valve 58 for a fuel cell 
according to the invention; 

FIG. 10 is a right side elevational view partially broken away of the 
alternative liquid fuel reservoir of FIG. 9; 

FIG. 11 Is a front elevational view of an alternative liquid fuel 
reservoir having a liquid fuel introduction inlet 57 sealed by a membrane 59 
made preferably of rubber for a fuel cell according to the invention; 

FIG. 12 is a right side elevational view partially broken away of the 
alternative liquid fuel reservoir of 5 r IG. 11 ; 
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FIG. 13 is a schematic diagram of a liquid fuel reservoir viewed from 
the front with the volume of the wicking structure minimized according to the 
invention; 

FIG. 14 is a schematic diagram of a liquid fuel reservoir viewed from 
the front with the volume of the wicking structure minimized according to ihe 
invention; 

FIG. 15 is a schematic diagram of a liquid fuel reservoir viewed from 
the front with the volume of the wicking structure minimized according to the 
invention; 

FIG. 16 is a schematic diagram of a liquid fuel reservoir viewed from 
the front with the volume of the wicking structure minimized according to the 
invention; 

FIG. 17 is a schematic diagram of a liquid fuel reservoir viewed from 
the front with the volume of the wicking structure minimized according to the 
Invention; 

FIG. 18 is a schematic diagram of a liquid fuel reservoir viewed from 
the front with the volume of the wicking structure minimized according to the 
invention; 

s r IG. 19 is a schematic diagram of a liquid fuel reservoir viewed from 
the front with the volume of the wicking structure minimized according to the 
invention; 

FIG. 20 is a schematic diagram of a liquid fuel reservoir viewed from 
ihe front with the volume of the wicking structure minimized according to the 
invention; 

FIG. 21 is a schematic diagram of a recyclable or rechargeable liquid 
fuel reservoir with a liquid fuel outlet 78 having a scalable cap 82 containing 
a membrane 84 preferably made of rubber according to the invention; 
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FIG. 22 is a schematic diagram of a recyclable or rechargeable liquid 
fuel reservoir having a valve 86 in a liquid fuel outlet 88 according to the 
invention; 

i : IG. 23 Is a schematic diagram of an arrangement of delivering liquid 
fuel from a fuel reservoir of the invention to the anode of a fuel cell by 
capillarity. 

FIQ. 24 is a schematic diagram of a wedge of wlcklng material prior 
io felting; and 

FIQ. 25 is a schematic diagram of the wicking material of FIG. 24 
after felting. 
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I Abstract 

The present invention concerns a fuel reservoir for a liquid 
fuel coll particularly useful for portable electronic devices In which 
the fuel reservoir can deliver the liquid fuel regardlass of ihe 
orientation. The fuel reservoir comprises (a) a container defining 
a cavity for holding the liquid fuel; (b) a wicking structure 
positioned within the cavity and into which at least a portion of the 
liquid fuel wicks and from which said liquid fuel subsequently may 
be discharged or delivered, such as by pumping or wicking. The 
wicking structure is formed from a wicking material with a free rise 
wick height greater than at least one half of the longest dimension 
of the wicking structure. Among materials with such wicking 
capability are foams, matted, bundled or woven fibers and 
nonwoven fibers. The container may have a generally flat and 
thin profile, formed as a pouch or envelope with substantially 
planar top and bottom faces of flexible film material, such that the 
container holding the wicking structure and filled with the liquid fuel 
can be bent or shaped. 

2 Representative Drawing 
Flg.2 
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